HIS ROYAL PROGRESS          269
"Great Gosh had gone, she knew not where,
And without were roaring lions. She could not leave me lying at length, And the only chance to keep up her strength
Was to swallow the Royal Scions,
" The Dauphin went first, then the Princess Royal,
Both wonderfully tender and true. Then followed the rest.   I will not repeat How oft she declared,' They were, oh 1 so sweet 1
Especially Montague 1 *
YIII
"How could I utter a word of reproach
To add to her anguish and pain ? She had done her best to ease my care, So I soothed her by tugging her woolly hair, And cried, ' Cheer up I 'Tis vain to despair.
We must start all over again
u * To build up a dynasty Number Two ;' But at heart I was filled with gloom,
For though I knew it was thankless folly,
I began to regard my fair Loblolly In the light of a family tomb.
** And I could not help thinking, if Montague
Had not lasted as long as he did, Would Lolly to fast have remained content, Or should I have gone the way they went,
And adown that red funnel slid ?